WARATAH WOMEN MEMBERS

D OWN

THE

Newsletter

Issue: 10

Volume:

November 2020

PRESIDENT’S PEN

Inside this Issue
President’s Pen

F AIRWAYS

1-2

Captain’s Corner

2

Robbie Hogan - Profile

3

November Programme

3

Congratulations

3

NHDLGA Championship at WGC

3

Birthday Wishes

3

Bunker/Hazard Rules

4

“POSTCARD”
Have you been anywhere
interesting lately?
This is the section for you to
communicate with members.
Share information about
outside competitions you
have attended or places of
interest you have visited.

NEWSLETTER
CONTRIBUTIONS
If you have news,
humorous anecdotes, stories
or information for
inclusion in
Down the Fairways
forward to Loraine Smith no
later than 22nd of the month
in written format or via email
russloraine@optusnet.com.au
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Here we are and it’s November already! And what a year it has been!
2020 will be remembered as the ‘global pandemic year of Covid-19’.
My first year as your new President has been an enjoyable and busy one
despite the restrictions we’ve had imposed on us here at Waratah Golf
Club (WGC), but we’ve managed to the best of our ability complying with
government and club restrictions, as well as pursuing the game of golf at
our great Club. It’s been a fabulous outlet to play during restrictive times.
Thank you all again for supporting our Club and to those who were able to
get out in the fresh air to play this crazy game of ours!
My President’s Report, included in the Annual General Meeting (AGM)
document, summarized how I felt mostly about the year and what
transpired. If you don’t have a copy of the AGM document and you would
like a copy, please let Committee know and we will be happy to send you
one.
I would, however, like to thank Loraine Smith again for all her assistance
in training me for this role. It has been very much appreciated. I also
want to thank Loraine for volunteering at the WGC Junior Clinics this year
– a job well done and very successful!
On another note, we have our ‘Back to Waratah, Cake Cutting and
Christmas Fun Day’ scheduled this month on Tuesday, 24 November. The
‘fun day’ aspect is a 4-person team event where you will need to organize
your team - and don’t forget; only three (3) clubs plus a putter will be
allowed on the day. This will be amusing indeed! Dress up in your
Christmas gear/decorations and have a fun day out on the course. I know
there are a number of ladies who like to have a little tipple going around
the course on this day with their strawberries, cheese and bickies, so as
the Club is licensed, we are not allowed to BYO drinks. However, after
speaking to Jono Towns, he can arrange for any of the ladies to purchase
drinks early in the morning - from daylight; viz. 6:00 am or, in our case,
prior to 8:00 am tee-off. If you wish to do so, please let me know prior to
24 November. For lunch and the cake cutting, I have commenced inviting
ex-members, who can no longer play golf, to join us. Looking forward to
having these ladies attend.
Another special event in our calendar for November is our Presentation
Night, which will be held on Wednesday, 25 November from 5:30 pm at
the Club. The cost per person (pp) will be $20.00 with Committee
subsidizing $10.00 pp for the $30.00 meal. Final numbers and payment is
due no later than EOB Tuesday 17 November - no refund of money after
this date.
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PRESIDENT’S PEN cont…..
I’ve put on the Noticeboard in the Women’s Clubroom, a copy of the invitation, the 2-course menu for the
night and a document for you to add your name and select your preferred main and dessert options against a table
number. Please put your money inside an envelope, with your name and Presentation Night written on it, and pop
it into the end drawer slot for our Treasurer, Jan Bransgrove, to confirm payment.
Please also note that currently the Club is still restricted to 51 people inside seated, so ‘first in, best dressed’ as they
say gets to come along and celebrate the end of our golfing season! Should numbers for the Club inside change
prior to 17 November, and we can accommodate more people, you will be notified via e-mail. Many thanks and we
look forward to having a great night on 25th. As this report for the newsletter is my final one for this year, I would
like to thank the ladies of this year’s Committee for their support and help, as well as for the great work they have
done in order for us to have a golf program during this pandemic. I would also like to welcome and acknowledge
three (3) new team Committee Members for 2021 – Kate Brownsmith (new Secretary), Kerrie Coughlan (new VicePresident) and Renay Robertson (new Assistant Treasurer), who will, no doubt, do a fine job next year. Thanks also
to the team in the Pro Shop for assisting the ladies throughout 2020’s competition season and to the outstanding
Functions, Administration and Ground staff – they’ve done a superb job this year. With Christmas and another
year approaching, I wish you all the best for the holiday season. Have a happy Christmas and a prosperous,
successful, healthy and safe 2021.
As always, I’d like to end this report with a quote – this one from Arnold Palmer
“Putting is like wisdom – partly a natural gift and partly the accumulation of experience”.
Be happy, be safe, and stay well.
Awesome golfing everyone for the months of November, December and January!

Jenny Quist, Women’s President.

CAPTAIN’S CORNER
Well our season is almost over and although it has been an extremely testing year, we have managed to
complete our program with only minor changes. The Final Round of the 4BBB Knockout was played on Friday
30th November and congratulations to the Winners: Gael Andrews and Robyn Forbes Runners Up: Marg
Godbee and Kate Brownsmith.
The Gold Medal Playoff has been rescheduled to Tuesday 10th November and I would like to wish all the
players the best of luck. Captain v President will now be played on Tuesday 17th November.
Unfortunately we have been unable to play any events where a Shot Gun start is required e.g.: Jokers Wild,
Black Cat etc. But we will keep our fingers crossed that in 2021 restrictions may be lifted and we can once
again meet up with old friends from other clubs.
We can however go ahead with our Presentation Night and that is great news. Last Friday saw the first End of
Month Dinner since February and a great night was had by all. It will also be great to catchup with friends at
Cake Cutting Day on Tuesday 24th November.
I would like to take this opportunity to welcome our New Committee for 2021 and to also thank Jan and
Loraine for the outstanding job they have done over the last few years and they will be greatly missed.
The Clinics are going great and it is so pleasing to see new members joining from these clinics. I would like to
wish everyone a wonderful Christmas and every happiness for the New Year. If you are having a break in the
off season, enjoy your well-earned rest.
For those of you continuing to play, keep up the good golf as always.

Maureen Dyer, Women’s Captain
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PROFILE - ROBBIE HOGAN
Robbie Hogan joined our Pro Shop team on the 8th of October.
Having grown up playing golf in the Central Coast and Lake Macquarie
areas Rob undertook a PGA Traineeship at Toukley Golf Club,
completing it in 2017. During his traineeship Rob won the QLD
Trainee Championship in both 2016 and 2017 as well as the NSW
Trainee Contest in 2017. Rob was also awarded NSW Trainee of the
year in both 2016 and 2017. He has since spent his time travelling
around and competing on the Australasian Tour.
“The game of golf can be frustrating yet incredibly rewarding. I take
pride in simplifying a complicated game with the use of modern
technology and coaching methods and I hope to express that through
my coaching style and techniques. I’m excited to start in my new role
of Assistant Professional at Waratah GC and look forward to meeting
and playing with you all”.
Robbie will be running a number of programs starting in October as
well as being available for private lessons.
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PROGRAMME FOR NOVEMBER
(Note Change to Programme)
Pro-shop competition
Stroke/Stableford/Monthly Medal/Scratch
Putting in Conjunction/ Glad Todkill Gold
Medal playoff. Playoff will be seeded,
mixed draw for the remainder of the field
10 Shot Rule – Pick up after 10 Shots
Captain v President – 18 Hole Match Play
Back to Waratah Cake Cutting Day and
End of Year Christmas Fun Day
4 Person Team Event – 3 Clubs and Putter
One score to count
Presentation Dinner

UPCOMING EVENT AT WARATAH GC

NHDLGA
36 HOLE AMATUER OPEN TOURNAMENT 2020
30th NOVEMBER – 1st DECEMBER
WARATAH GOLF CLUB
$30.00 PER DAY PER PLAYER
CLOSING DATE IS FRIDAY 20th NOVEMBER 2020
Entry forms and payment details can be found on
WGC Ladies Noticeboard
and the NHDLGA website
www.nhdlga.org.au
BIRTHDAY WISHES
Birthdays are filled with yesterday’s memories, today’s joy,
and tomorrow’s dreams.

CONGRATULATIONS

NOVEMBER
05 Morag Shaw
10 Karen Davis
11 Jan Gillies
22 Carolynne Tutt
23 Jackie Johnston
26 Jennifer Quist
30 Lloma Laws

Monthly Medal Winner for October
Dawn Evans (68 Nett c/b)
Scratch Winners for October
Div. 1
Robyn Watt (85)
Div. 2
Maureen Dyer (96)
Div. 3
Dawn Evans (108)
4BBB Knockout
Winners
Gael Andrews and Robyn Forbes
R/up
Kate Brownsmith and Marg Godbee

Waratah Women Members’ Newsletter

3

DECEMBER
01 Kerrie Coughlan
06 Barb Ferris
14 Hazel Skinner
15 Nita Jones
18 Helen Rowett
21 Ronnie Antill
25 Jo Baird
27 Robyn Hamilton
28 Sue Oakey
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Hazards/Penalty Area/Bunkers and
Correct Procedure for Dropping Ball
On the subject of hazards, golf's governing bodies have declared golfers can now touch the ground with their
golf club in hazard and can even move impediments in a hazard without any penalty. The rule has been
classed as "relaxed rules in a penalty area." No penalty for moving loose impediments, touching the ground,
or grounding your club in a penalty area.
So this sort of rule will help you out the next time you find yourself trying to balance yourself in a stream in
order to make sure you don't touch the hazard. You won't be penalised for now doing so.
On top of this, golfers can move loose impediments in
bunkers and will not be penalised for generally
grounding their club away from their ball.
However, you still CANNOT ground your club when
playing a BUNKER shot. You can still take an
unplayable lie from a bunker, should you need to, but
with a drop out for two strokes.
Relief allowed outside a bunker for an unplayable ball
for two penalty strokes.

These diagrams show how a ball must be dropped and come to rest.
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