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PRESIDENT’S PEN
Autumn has arrived so hopefully all that hot humid weather is behind
us; however some rain will be appreciated.
Easter is almost upon us, doesn’t this come around fast? May this
Easter bring you, your family and friends all together for a great
celebration filled with lots of joy, happiness and of course chocolate.

Cheers Loraine

CAPTAIN’S CORNER
We are three weeks into our season and unfortunately our February
Stroke Round had to be cancelled due to bad weather so there will be
no Monthly Medal or Scratch Score for February, although the much
needed rain was a blessing for Sean and his staff. The coring went
ahead as scheduled and we can look forward to our greens being in
great condition in the next few weeks. I hope everyone is
understanding and continues to support the club during this time.
Division 3, 4 & 5 Pennants start on Monday 12th March and we wish all
the girls good luck in their matches.
Our Invitation/Gala Day is scheduled for 20th March and numbers are
looking good. Let’s keep our fingers crossed that the weather stays
fine for the day.

30 March – 2 April
NEWSLETTER
CONTRIBUTIONS
If you have news,
humorous anecdotes, stories
or information for
inclusion in
Down the Fairways
forward to Loraine Smith no
later than 22nd of the month
in written format or via email
russloraine@optusnet.com.au

Waratah Women Members’ Newsletter

Our new Club shirts have arrived and are in the Pro Shop for anyone
who has ordered them. Anyone who didn’t order and would still like
one please let me know and I will see if we can get more. Several
ladies have also ordered the matching shorts, so if anyone would like
these please let me know.
Our new Committee is working extremely well together and a special
mention to Jan Gillies and Jan Bransgrove who both have extremely
demanding positions and are both doing a wonderful job.
Looking forward to another great year with the support of the
Waratah Ladies.
Good golfing to all. Maureen Dyer, Captain
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PROGRAMME FOR MARCH

BIRTHDAY WISHES
Birthdays are filled with yesterday’s memories, today’s joy,
and tomorrow’s dreams.

6 Stableford
13 Stroke /Monthly Medal/Scratch/1st Rnd
GNSW Medal, putting in conjunction
Mixed Draw
20 Waratah Invitation Gala Day
27 Stableford – Grandmother’s Trophy

14 Carolyn Solway
23 Gael Andrews

Cheerios and Best Wishes
 Judy Skinner scheduled for her operation
on Monday 6th March.
 Jenny Quist, her operation scheduled for
26th March.
 Faye Gam out for a while with an injury.
We wish these ladies all the best and speedy
recoveries.

UPCOMING EVENTS
MARCH
15 Mulligans Day – Newcastle GC
20 Waratah Invitation Gala Day
APRIL
6 Merewether GC – Charity Day
10 Muree Open Day
13 Waratah Black Cat Day

Ladies Saturday Clinics
Commencing Saturday 17th March – Saturday 7th
April for four sessions.
Contact Luke via email to confirm your booking.
lmorrison@pgamember.org.au

CONGRATULATIONS
New Zealand Women's Senior Match Play Championship held at Bay of Isles Golf Club, New Zealand.
Vesta Cup Super-Senior winner, Robyn Watt, being presented by Dean Murphy, Golf New Zealand.
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Putting From Off the Green,
Do YOU Get Relief From a Sprinkler?
The situation is this: Your golf ball is off the green, but close enough that you want to putt; however,
directly in your putting line - between your ball and the green - is a sprinkler head. Do you get to
move your ball so that you don't have to putt over the sprinkler head?
The short answer: No. But read on for a possible exception.
Sprinkler Head Is an Immovable Obstruction
Here's the explanation.
The rule in question is Rule 24-2, Immovable Obstruction. The sprinkler head obviously can't be
moved, so many golfers believe that they should be able to move the ball (dropping one club length
away, no nearer the hole).
If your ball was on top of the sprinkler head, you could move it. If it was resting up against the
sprinkler head, you could move it. If the sprinkler head affected your swing or prevented you from
taking your normal stance, you could move the ball under Rule 24-2.
However, none of those things applies in this example. The problem is that if you putt the ball, you'll
have to go directly over the sprinkler head because it is in the line of your putt.
A Local Rule about Sprinklers near the Green
Exception: Golf courses have the option to enact a local rule that allows free relief when a sprinkler
head is within two club-lengths of the putting surface. An example of how that local rule might read
is included in the Rules of Golf, Appendix I-B (6). If the local rule is in effect, relief is allowed. If not,
no relief.
And many golf courses (and some tournaments) do have such a rule in effect. So it pays to know
your course's local rules.
Waratah Golf Club Local Rule – Immovable Obstruction
“All Hazard, GUR and tree stakes, fixed sprinkler heads, distance plates/posts, screen, fences. Relief
under Rule 24-2. If an obstruction on or within two-club lengths of the green on the hole being
played intervenes with the line of play between the ball and the hole, the player may obtain relief as
follows: if the ball lies off the putting green but not in a hazard and is within two clubs length of the
intervening obstruction, it may be lifted, cleaned and dropped at the nearest point which is not
nearer the hole, avoids the obstruction and is not in a hazard or on a putting green”.

“Of all the hazards, fear is the worst” – Sam Snead
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